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RecycleSmart Service Area
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Board of Directors 

• Franchise 
Procurement 

• Rate Setting
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Contra Costa Rate Comparison
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32-gal. Recycling Yard Waste
Jurisdiction $/Mo. Frequency Frequency

Piedmont $87.57 Weekly Weekly
Orinda* $51.05 Weekly Weekly
El Cerrito $49.63 Weekly Weekly
Kensington $47.61 Weekly 2x per month
Livermore $38.85 Weekly Weekly
Hercules $38.63 Weekly Weekly
Moraga* $38.50 Weekly Weekly
Lafayette* $37.29 Weekly Weekly
Richmond $37.09 Weekly Weekly
Pinole $35.74 Weekly Weekly
Concord $35.15 Weekly Weekly
West CC County $34.73 Weekly Weekly
San Ramon $32.20 Weekly Weekly
San Pablo $32.20 Weekly Weekly
Danville* $31.15 Weekly Weekly
Antioch $31.11 Weekly Weekly
Dublin $28.82 Weekly Weekly
Clayton $28.49 Weekly Weekly
Martinez $28.14 Weekly Weekly
Pleasant Hill $28.09 Weekly Weekly
Brentwood $28.06 Bi-weekly Bi-weekly
County* $27.87 Weekly Weekly
Walnut Creek* $24.94 Weekly Weekly

* Reflects 2020 Rates; All other rates are subject to increases during 2020



At Home, At Work, At School
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Single Use During Covid
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CNG Trucks
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Diversion Programs
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Avoid the Spark; Battery Recycling
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Over 346 processing facility fires in 2019 : 13 Injuries : 1 Death  



Reducing Organic Waste

40% of the material going to local 
landfills is organic.
• Compost all food scraps 

(backyard bin or your green cart) 
• Grocery stores, restaurants and 

food providers can donate food. 
• Recycle or compost all paper  
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Where does it all go?

• Recyclables are processed in Pittsburg, then 
sent to the Port of Oakland for export

• Reusables are sold or donated locally 
• Organics go to EMBUD or Forward Compost 

facility
• Landfill goes to Keller Canyon
• But…. If you live in west county…..
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National Sword 
China Trade Restrictions
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 Ban of certain material types
 Requiring 0.5% contamination threshold
 Affected value of materials, most notably mixed paper and 

plastics



2018 Exports from CA Ports
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Plastics Production
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Statewide Initiatives
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How CA Communities are 
Responding

• Cost for processing RecycleSmart 
recyclables

• More communities are considering and 
moving to “dual stream” collection

• Some communities are eliminating harder to 
handle plastics

• Bans on single use items such as straws and 
single use “to go” items 
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Commercial Recycling-AB 341

• Since 2012, businesses generating 4 cubic 
yards of waste per week must recycle

• Multi-family properties with 5 or more units 
must also recycle

17



Commercial Organics Recycling-AB 
1826

• Businesses that generate 4 cubic yards of 
solid waste per week must compost or 
otherwise recycle their organics

• Multi-family properties with 5 or more units 
must also recycle organics
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SB 1383 – Organics Recovery
(Organic Waste Methane Emissions Reductions)

• 50% reduction in the level of the statewide 
disposal of organic waste from the 2014 
level by 2020 

• 75% reduction by 2025
• At least 20% of currently disposed edible 

food recovered for human consumption by 
2025
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Monitor Compliance 
and Conduct 
Enforcement

Secure Access to Recycling 
and Edible Food Recovery 

Capacity

Procure Recyclable and 
Recovered Organic 

Products

Conduct Education and 
Outreach to Community

Establish Edible Food 
Recovery Program

Provide Organics Collection 
Services to All Residents and 

Businesses

Jurisdiction Responsibilities



SB 1383 Requires 50-100 
New or Expanded 

Organic Waste Recycling Facilities

ORGANIC WASTE RECYCLING
INFRASTRUCTURE
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Things You Can Do

• Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, and Repair
• Compost organics
• Think about purchasing choices

1. Carry a reusable bottle.
2. Choose aluminum cans over plastic when possible.
3. Recycle all plastic bottles.
– National Geographic, August 23, 2019
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Some Final Thoughts
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Questions?

Ashley Louisiana
Ashley@recyclesmart.org

Judith Silver 
Judith@recyclesmart.org

Jen Faught 
Jennifer@recyclesmart.org
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